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CAUSE NO. 2018-06480

FREE AND SOVERIEGN STATEOF § IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
VERACRUZ DE IGNACIODE LA §
LLAVE §
)
Plaintiff, )
§ HARRIS COUNTY,
V. 8 \
§ ,@
83 WEST JAGGED RIDGE, LLC,  § O
ET AL § S
§ @
Defendants. § 295t JU@IAL DISTRICT

THE BANDIN DEFENDANTS’ MOTI@TO CONSOLIDATE

&

The Bandin Defendants, namely Joi\@Antonio Bandin Ruiz and Monica
Babayan Canal and the entities they o@or control, seek to consolidate this case
with the several others that deal wit@t@e same subject matter. This is the first-filed,
and therefore the oldest, of aI@%%@eﬁcases. Pursuant to Harris County District Court

Local Rule 3.2.3(a), a mo@ to consolidate must be heard in the court where the

first filed case is pen&@
o \OO
The Plal%ﬁ}m each of these cases is the Free and Sovereign State of

Veracruz. @Q@ current cases brought by this Plaintiff in which the Bandin
Defendants are defendants are:

1. This case.

2. No. 2018-06745, Free and Sovereign State of Veracruz v. Javier Duarte,

et al, in the 334" District Court of Harris County, Texas.



3. No. 2018-06752, Free and Sovereign State of Veracruz v. Jaime Reverte,
et al, in the 127" District Court of Harris County, Texas.

4. No. 2018-08341, Free and Sovereign State of Veracruz v. CW Operating
Company, Inc., et al, in the 113" District Court of Harris &:unty, Texas.
This case was removed to federal court, but a mot@@) remand it is

pending in that court. The Bandin Defendants se@én order that in the
S
event this case is remanded, it, too, will be copsglidated.

The petitions in each of these cases are vil@y identical (copies of each

7
petition are attached as Exhibits A, B, and C t@@s motion). The Plaintiff alleges

[

in each case that the defendants had a @onshlp with the former governor of
Veracruz, Javier Duarte, and part|C|pa In a conspiracy with Duarte to steal money
belonging to the State of Veracr their own personal use.

ging U@ P

This Court need not t@ our word for the similarity of these cases. The

Plaintiff has described it@ this in a recent pleading:
U

The Defendapts in this case, including Mr. Duarte, orchestrated,

coordinated;-and accomplished this theft as an ongoing and collective
conspira ith the Defendants in this case. Each of these Defendants,
throug ier Duarte’s leadership, worked to pull off what amounts to
one@ he largest thefts in Mexican history. There was only one
conspiracy. There was only one ring leader and mastermind. There is
shared liability amongst all the defendants. There is only a single pot
of missing money. There are only a single shared set of claims.

See, Plaintiff’s Response to Defendants Motion to Sever in No. 2018-06752,

attached as Exhibit D (emphasis added). No doubt for these very reasons, the



Plaintiff in that same pleading advised the Court that it “is in the process of
consolidating all Plaintiff’s cases involving this conspiracy.” Id. atp. 6, n. 1. So
far, however, Plaintiff has not taken a step to consolidate these cases, and, curiously,
it reversed course by announcing when this motion was being filed that it now
opposes consolidation @
| O

Besides Plaintiff’s own earlier acknowledgment that&ﬁ olidation is proper,
common sense and judicial economy require it. There @éyady risk of inconsistent
rulings, piecemeal discovery efforts, and inefficie@\@s resulting from having the
same parties litigate the same issues in differe&rt& Moreover, at least as to the
Bandin Defendants, there are motions to d@%s filed under Chapter 27 of the Texas
Civil Practice & Remedies Code (an@APP), which ought to be (and easily can
be) consolidated for purposes oQ inevitable interlocutory appeal. The issues,
legal arguments, and evidenc@ each case for these motions to dismiss are the same.

Therefore, the @in Defendants request that this Court order the
consolidation of tkl@w\é/e cases currently pending in Harris County District Court
(this case, togeél%@with No. 2018-06745 and No. 2018-06752) and the conditional
consolidati@%f No. 2018-08341 (if remanded from federal court), and for such

other and further relief to which they may be justly entitled.



Respectfully submitted,

FOGLER, BRAR, FORD, O’'NEIL & GRAY, LLP

/s/ Murray Fogler

Murray Fogler

State Bar No. 07207300 %
mfogler@fbfog.com @&
Jas Brar @\
State Bar No. 2405948
jbrar@fbfog.com @

909 Fannin Streeto@lte 1640

2 Houston Ce t@
a7

Houston, Te 7010

Tel: 713.481-1010
Fax: 7 ‘74-3224
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C EL FOR THE BANDIN
o NDANTS
@@
CERTIFICATE OF CONFERENCE

N
| certify that | have co @red with counsel for the Plaintiff, as well as counsel
for the Reverte Defendantsyand Antimo Defendants and Terraventura in the cases
sought to be consol@‘a The Plaintiffs now oppose consolidation. The
Reverte/Antimo def ts, who may wish to provide additional explanation, also
oppose consolidati@@'&T erraventura is unable to provide a position on this motion at
this time and W%@pplement with its position at the time of the hearing.

©@© /s/ Murray Foqgler
MURRAY FOGLER



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

| hereby certify that on July 23, 2018, a true and correct copy of the forgoing
document has been served on all counsel of record, listed below, by the Electronic
Service Provider, if registered, otherwise by email and/or fax.

Anthony G. Buzbee (tbuzbee@txattorneys.com) N
Christopher J. Leavitt (cleavitt@txattorneys.com) \@}
THE BUZBEE LAW FIRM @)

JP Morgan Chase Tower @”\9

600 Travis, Suite 6850 @
Houston, Texas 77002 9D

Bret L. Strong (bstrong@thestrongfirm.com) =
Laura F. Dumas (Idumas@thestrongfirm.com) @@
Kristin Bates (kbates@thestrongfirm.com) Q
THE STRONG FIRM, P.C. o

1790 Highes Landing Blvd., Suite 200 @&\

The Woodland, Texas 77380 @

LN

James H. Stilwell (james@meslawfirm.com)
MARTIN, EARL & STILWELL, Ig%\@

1400 Woodloch Forrest Driv ite 590
The Woodlands, Texas 773
N
@)
) @\ /s/ Murray Fogler
. @} MURRAY FOGLER
S

&
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